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On March 12, 2020, Governor Ralph Northam declared a state of emergency due to novel coronavirus
(COVID-19). In the amended declaration, Executive Order 51, the Governor directed state agencies to
continue to render appropriate assistance to prepare for and mitigate the effects of the coronavirus
(COVID-19) outbreak. In doing so, he ordered authorization for the heads of executive branch agencies,
on behalf of their regulatory boards as appropriate, and with the concurrence of their Cabinet Secretary,
to waive any state requirement or regulation.

Pursuant to the authority granted to the agency head by Executive Order 51 (2020), | hereby waive the
below Nursing Education Program regulations:

e 18VAC90-27-100(D)(1) Simulation for total clinical hours.

“No more than 25% of direct client contact hours may be simulation. For prelicensure registered
nursing programs, the total of simulated client care hours cannot exceed 125 hours (25% of the
required 500 hours). For prelicensure practical nursing programs, the total of simulated client care
hours cannot exceed 100 hours (25% of the required 400 hours).”

Waived for those students who are enrolled in nursing clinical courses, however, shall not
exceed 90 days following the expiration of the Executive Order.

e 18VAC90-27-10 Definitions.

"Site visit" means a focused onsite review of the nursing program by board staff, usually
completed within one day for the purpose of evaluating program components such as the physical
location (skills lab, classrooms, learning resources) for obtaining initial program approval, in
response to a complaint, compliance with NCLEX plan of correction, change of location, or
verification of noncompliance with this chapter.
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https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-51-AMENDED-Declaration-of-a-State-of-Emergency-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?000+reg+18VAC90-27-100
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title18/agency90/chapter27/section10/
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"Survey visit" means a comprehensive onsite review of the nursing program by board staff, usually
completed within two days (depending on the number of programs or campuses being reviewed)
for the purpose of obtaining and maintaining full program approval. The survey visit includes the
program's completion of a self-evaluation report prior to the visit, as well as a board staff review
of all program resources, including skills lab, classrooms, learning resources, and clinical facilities,
and other components to ensure compliance with this chapter. Meetings with faculty,
administration, students, and clinical facility staff will occur.

The requirement of 18 VAC 90-27-10 in the definitions of “site visit” and “survey visit” for onsite
reviews is suspended for the duration of the state of emergency as declared by Executive Order

51 and for 30 days after the state of emergency expires or is rescinded.

e 18VAC90-27-220 (B) & (C) Maintaining an approved nursing education program.

B. Prior to February 7, 2021, each registered nursing education program shall be reevaluated as
follows:

1. Every registered nursing education program that has not achieved accreditation as defined
in 18VAC90-27-10 shall be reevaluated at least every five years by submission of a
comprehensive self-evaluation report based on Parts Il (18VAC90-27-30 et seq.) and Il
(18VAC90-27-150 et seq.) of this chapter and a survey visit by a representative or
representatives of the board on dates mutually acceptable to the institution and the board.

2. A registered nursing education program that has maintained accreditation as defined in
18VAC90-27-10 shall be reevaluated at least every 10 years by submission of a comprehensive
self-evaluation report as provided by the board. As evidence of compliance with specific
requirements of this chapter, the board may accept the most recent study report, site visit
report, and final decision letter from the accrediting body. The board may require additional
information or a site visit to ensure compliance with requirements of this chapter. If
accreditation has been withdrawn or a program has been placed on probation by the
accrediting body, the board may require a survey visit. If a program fails to submit the
documentation required in this subdivision, the requirements of subdivision 1 of this
subsection shall apply.

After February 7, 2021, each registered nursing education program shall have accreditation
or candidacy status and shall be reevaluated at least every 10 years by submission of a
comprehensive self-evaluation report as provided by the board. As evidence of compliance
with specific requirements of this chapter, the board may accept the most recent study
report, site visit report, and final decision letter from the accrediting body. The board may
require additional information or a site visit to ensure compliance with requirements of this
chapter. If a program has been placed on probation by the accrediting body, the board may
require a survey visit. If a program fails to submit the documentation required in this
subdivision, the requirements of subdivision 1 of this subsection shall apply.
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C. Each practical nursing education program shall be reevaluated as follows:

1. Every practical nursing education program that has not achieved accreditation as defined
in 18VAC90-27-10 shall be reevaluated at least every five years by submission of a
comprehensive self-evaluation report based on Parts Il (18VAC90-27-30 et seq.) and Il
(18VAC90-27-150 et seq.) of this chapter and a survey visit by a representative or
representatives of the board on dates mutually acceptable to the institution and the board.

2. A practical nursing education program that has maintained accreditation as defined in
18VAC90-27-10 shall be reevaluated at least every 10 years by submission of a comprehensive
self-evaluation report as provided by the board. As evidence of compliance with specific
requirements of this chapter, the board may accept the most recent study report, site visit
report, and final decision letter from the accrediting body. The board may require additional
information or a site visit to ensure compliance with requirements of this chapter. If
accreditation has been withdrawn or a program has been placed on probation by the
accrediting body, the board may require a survey visit. If a program fails to submit the
documentation required in this subdivision, the requirements of subdivision 1 of this
subsection shall apply.

Waived for those programs whose reevaluations are due within the period of the state of

emergency, the time period to complete the reevaluation shall be suspended and extended to
30 days after the state of emergency as declared by Executive Order 51 expires or is rescinded.

This waiver does not waive statutory requirements or limitations. This waiver shall take effect on June
11, 2020, and shall remain in full force and in effect for the duration of Amended Executive Order 51,
unless otherwise outlined above, or unless sooner amended, or rescinded by further executive order.
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